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On a Sundown Sea: A Novel of Madame Tingley and the Origins of Lomaland by Jill G. Hall 
 

1.​ How did Katherine Tingley’s childhood affect her life’s passions? 

2.​ On a Sundown Sea follows Katherine’s vision to build an artistic and spiritual community 
despite numerous obstacles. Which of her challenges did you find most compelling, and 
why? 

 
3.​ If you were to create a community like Katherine’s, what would its setting and purpose 

be? Who would you invite? 
 

4.​ Katherine had vivid dreams and premonitions. Have you ever had a dream that came 
true?  
 

5.​ Do you believe some people are able to communicate with departed souls?  

 
6.​ How did reading On a Sundown Sea shape or expand your understanding of Theosophy 

and spiritual movements in general? 
 

7.​ What do you think fueled the rivalries and resentments among the leaders of the 
Theosophical movement? 

8.​ Leadership is a central theme in Katherine’s story. What qualities do you think make 
someone the “right” leader, and how do those qualities compare with Katherine’s? 
 

9.​ Was Katherine truly “the chosen one” or were Hargrove, Annie, and Olcott right to 
contest her leadership? 

 
10.​Katherine traveled widely during her lifetime. Which journey do you think most 

influenced her world view? 
 

11.​If you could ask Katherine one question, what would it be?  
 

12.​Compare and contrast Katherine’s relationships with William and Philo. Which character 
did you find most intriguing?  

 
13.​Cheiro, the palm reader, offers to reveal Katherine’s Fadic date. Do you think she agreed? 

If you had the chance, would you like to know the date you would die?  
 

14.​After finishing On a Sundown Sea, what lasting impressions or insights did you take 
away from Katherine Tingley’s story? How might they influence the way you think about 
your own life or community? 


